OUR TEAM
We have offices across 22 European countries which work collaboratively with non-profit organisations to
address unmet legal needs and enhance justice.
Giving back to our communities through pro bono legal work lies at the heart of our firm as a responsible business.

PRO BONO

We are recognised as a world-leading pro bono programme, receiving numerous accolades and more than
25 awards in the past three years.
To work with us, find out more about our programmes, or let us know of an unmet legal need in your community or
organisation, reach out to one of our team members:
Nicolas Patrick
Partner
Head of Responsible Business
International
T +44 (0)20 77 96 65 60
nicolas.patrick@dlapiper.com

Claire Donse
Head of Pro Bono
International
T +33 1 40 15 24 29
claire.donse@dlapiper.com

Özgür Kahale
Pro Bono Director
Continental Europe
T +33 1 40 15 25 13
ozgur.kahale@dlapiper.com

Olivia Clark
Pro Bono Manager
United Kingdom
T +44 207 796 6635
olivia.clark@dlapiper.com

Margaux Bia
Continental Europe
T +32 250 06 533
margaux.bia@dlapiper.com

Marie Kingston
Pro Bono Counsel
United Kingdom
T +44 207 796 6663
marie.kingston@dlapiper.com

EUROPEAN PRO BONO PRACTICE
At DLA Piper we are determined to achieve our vision of becoming the leading global business
law firm by acting in a way that is consistent with our values. To ensure that our firm continues
to make a positive contribution to the world we live in, we give free (pro bono) legal advice to
those in need.
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OUR PRO BONO SERVICES

COMPARATIVE
RESEARCH AND BEST
PRACTICE GUIDES

TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS
We offer legal training and workshops on topics including
drafting, negotiation, advocacy, litigation, legal ethics,
interview techniques, alternative dispute resolution and
commercial contracts.

LEGAL CLINICS TO
HELP INDIVIDUALS
We collaborate with NGOs on
legal clinics to provide free advice
to groups of people whose needs
are unmet by the legal aid system.

We offer detailed and comprehensive
legal research on an international scale.

STRATEGIC LITIGATION AND ADVOCACY
We undertake strategic litigation to effect systematic change.
In certain circumstances, strategic litigation can be used to
set a legal precedent or to draw attention to a case as a way of
highlighting an area of injustice.

OUR FOCUS AREAS

MIGRANT RIGHTS
The world is facing an unprecedented
displacement crisis. Today, more than
65 million people are forcibly displaced as a
result of violent conflicts and natural disasters.
The legal profession has an important role
to play in providing assistance to displaced
persons. We believe that, as legal professionals,
it is incumbent upon us to ensure that
displaced persons have the fullest possible
access to justice and can take advantage of
the legal protections afforded to them by law.
We are taking concrete steps to achieve this
by establishing legal clinics, conducting impact
litigation and supporting non-profits that work
with displaced people around the world.

CHILD JUSTICE

RULE OF LAW

Millions of children across the globe are
prevented from having a fulfilling childhood and
realising their potential. Children are vulnerable
and are often the most affected by poverty,
conflict and natural disaster. Fortunately,
children have many rights under international law
and the legal profession must play an important
role in helping children to secure those rights.
Our lawyers have been promoting the rights of
children through shadow reporting, running legal
clinics and conducting legal research in support
of advocacy.

SECONDMENTS
As a part of our commitment to developing strong and lasting relationships with our key pro bono clients,
we provide pro bono secondments to support their legal needs, enabling them to save valuable funds and
focus their efforts on their key objectives.

LEGAL SUPPORT FOR NGOS
We provide advice on legal matters that NGOs face in the day to day running of their organisations, such as:
■■

Drafting and revising commercial contracts

■■

Legal entity structuring and incorporation

■■

Employment law

■■

Tax advice

■■

Copyright, trademarks and intellectual property
issues

■■

Leases and tenancy issues

■■

Website terms & conditions, privacy and
technology law
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Armed conflict, poverty, corruption and
dictatorship are all in some ways failures in the
rule of law. When the rule of law fails, citizens, civil
society and business will all suffer. Corruption in
public institutions will be a drain on the economy.
No freedom of speech and no freedom of
association suffocate civil society. Weak courts
and lack of legal certainty mean that business
investments are not protected. Political, social and
economic volatility prevent people from bettering
their lives and lock them into poverty. Lawyers
can protect and promote the rule of law by
pursuing law reform and developments in the legal
system that are conducive to stability, certainty,
transparency and accountability. Our lawyers have
been working with the governments of developing
countries to put in place legal safeguards against
failures in the rule of law.
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