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56th Italian Pro Bono Roundtable:
a discussion on the key issues shaping the present

On Wednesday, March 18, we held an intensive day of discussions at DLA Piper’s
Milan office, bringing together members, nonprofits, professionals and experts to
discuss issues of great relevance for the legal sector and civil society organisations.

The day opened with the 56th Italian Pro Bono Roundtable, introduced by my
opening remarks and those of Ginevra Righini of DLA Piper.

During the meeting, two organisations new to the Pro Bono Italia ETS network were
presented: Fondazione ABIO Italia and Fight The Stroke, both engaged in high-
impact social projects supporting children, young people and families.

The Roundtable then continued with a series of contributions on issues of both
national and international relevance.

James Aiken, Senior Legal Officer at TrustLaw Thomson Reuters Foundation,
presented the "TrustLaw Index of Pro Bono", the leading global benchmarking report
on the pro bono sector.

Viktoria Khaitina and Aylen Rodriguez Ferrari of The World Bank Group presented
data and findings from the report “Women, Business and the Law 2026", offering a
reflection on the legal barriers that still hinder women’s full participation in the world of
work.

Martina Turola of The Good Lobby Italia then explored the phenomenon of SLAPPs,
focusing on the latest data emerging from the new European report on the issue.

The day concluded with the Seminar “Referendum on Justice Reform: the case
for yes and the case for no”, which | moderated. The discussion between Valentina
Alberta and Lorenza Violini, arguing for the yes side, and Giuseppe lannaccone
and Guglielmo Leo, arguing for the no side, led to a lively and engaging debate,
enriched by questions from the audience in the room and those attending remotely.

The event also represented an important institutional moment for Pro Bono ltalia ETS:
during the Members’ Assembly, the financial statements as of December 31, 2025
and the 2026 budget were approved, and the Board of Directors was renewed with
the appointment of Mariateresa Veltri, Chiara Capalti and Giuseppe lzzo, as well
as my confirmation as President for the 20262028 term.

| would also like to personally thank our members for their renewed trust, and
outgoing Board members Fabrizio Arossa, Federico Fusco and Giuseppina (Giusy)
Pagano for their dedication during their term of office.

We also thank DLA Piper Milan for its hospitality, all the speakers for their valuable
contribution, and the participants for their attention and engagement.
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available on our website.

““Entry and Mobility of Third-Country Workers in
Europe”: read our position paper

We are pleased to share the publication of Pro Bono Italia ETS’s new Position Paper,
“Entry and Mobility of Third-Country Workers in Europe”.

Prepared within the framework of our Permanent Working Group on Immigration
Law, the document addresses an issue of major relevance for institutions, businesses
and the Third Sector: regular access to work, the mobility of foreign workers, and the
protection of the rights of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees in Italy and across
Europe.

Through an analytical and collaborative approach, the paper highlights three
priorities:

- overcoming bureaucratic and administrative barriers;

- promoting more effective and inclusive mobility policies;

- protecting the rights of immigrant workers, asylum seekers and refugees.

We thank Mariateresa Veltri for supervising and coordinating this work, the working
group that contributed to drafting the document (D. Albanese, P. Menga, R.
Mangiacavallo, T. Marilli, G. Petrilli), and all the organisations participating in the
Permanent Working Group on Immigration Law, whose exchange made this important
outcome possible.
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LEGAL AND
CORPORATE
HEALTH CHECK

Making a difference is not just about having a strong mission. It means being
well structured and reliable.

Take part in the “CSO’s Legal Health Check” and strengthen your organisation’s
credibility with donors, foundations, companies and institutions.

Through this project, your organisation completes a questionnaire and receives an
assessment of its legal and tax status, the risks connected with its activities, a
final report, and a set of recommended actions to strengthen the organization.
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Would you like to understand how this project can help your organisation become
stronger and more attractive to funders?

Contact us at info@probonoitalia.org

,simmons
SImmons

We welcome a new international law firm, active since 1986, to our membership:
Simmons+Simmons.

Building an active network means creating connections, sharing expertise and
generating new opportunities to promote pro bono and expand its impact in Italy.

Would you like to be part of this journey too?
Whether you are a lawyer, an in-house counsel or represent a law firm, contact us to
become a member of Pro Bono lItalia ETS.

<Join our Association )
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The Civitates Forum was an important opportunity to exchange ideas with around two
hundred people representing organisations from more than twenty countries, on
issues that are central to the future of democracy in Europe.

A programme that successfully fostered dialogue, the sharing of practices and
experiences, the building of alliances, and a common reflection on today’s
challenges and future directions.

For our association—which took part as a grantee for the CSO’s Legal Health Check
programme currently underway in partnership with PILnet—it also meant giving
continuity to an essential dimension of our work: identifying, enhancing and
sharing significant initiatives within the Italian pro bono network, so that
international exchange can translate into shared knowledge, greater awareness and
new opportunities for collaboration.

Our sincere thanks to Civitates - The European Democracy Fund for creating such
a high quality and enriching space for dialogue.

Upcoming event from our partner

PILNET
EUROPEAN CONVENING

FRANKFURT, GERMANY |

Next Tuesday, March 24, 2026, | will have the pleasure of taking part in the PILnet
European Convening 2026 in Frankfurt, scheduled from 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.

The event will be a day of discussion focused on how to strengthen pro bono in
Europe, also in light of the recent EU Strategy for Civil Society, which recognises
pro bono legal assistance as a key lever to support a resilient and vibrant civic sector.
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and civic space in Europe, the role of pro bono in the context of the EU Pact on
Migration and Asylum, countering SLAPPs, as well as matters related to climate,
the environment and ESG.

Pro Bono ltalia ETS’s participation in this event represents an important opportunity
for learning, exchange ideas and networking with the European pro bono community,
in an international context that increasingly requires collaboration, shared vision and
the ability to respond to emerging challenges.

If you're based in Italy, soon it will be possible for you to allocate your 5x1000 to Pro
Bono Italia ETS and, through a simple gesture at no extra cost, support our
commitment to spreading the culture of pro bono.

Your contribution will help us strengthen a network that connects professionals, law
firms and Third Sector organisations, promoting expertise, collaboration and fairer
access to justice for those who need it most.

Choosing Pro Bono Italia ETS means supporting a concrete idea of collective
commitment, capable of generating a real impact on nonprofits and on
individuals in need.

For this reason, we appeal to members, partners, friends and supporters: allocate
your 5x1000 to Pro Bono lItalia ETS and help us strengthen pro bono in Italy.

How can you do it?
On your tax return form (730, CUD, Unico), look for the box dedicated to the
S6FHOWD SHU OD GHVWLQD]JLRQH GHO FLQTXH SHU PLOOH GHOOTY,53

Sign and enter tax code 97783370154 in the box 366 RVWHJQR GHJOHUYPRNL GHO 7
6HWWRUH LVFULWWL DO 5XQWV’
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YOUR IS AN INVESTMENT
IN THE FUTURE OF

PRO BONOITALIAETS
C.F.97783370154

Thank you for the attention you devote to our communications, and have a pleasant
weekend,

Giovanni Carotenuto
&KDLU RI WKH %RDUG 3UR %RQR ,WDOLD (76
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Chair of the Board, Pro Bono Italia ETS

W4 presidente@probonoitalia.org

@ probonoitalia.org
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Associazione Pro Bono Italia ETS
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