
On Sunday, 17 May 2026, Pro Bono Italia ETS turned 9!
A new milestone to celebrate with all those who, every day, support our commitment
to more equitable access to justice.

Since its establishment in 2017, Pro Bono Italia has welcomed several new
members, strengthened its network, and carried forward projects and initiatives in
support of non-profits pursuing purposes of social utility and people in need.

Over the past year alone, we have published two papers in the fields of ESG, DEI and
immigration; launched the CSOs’ Legal Health Check project in collaboration with
PILnet and with the support of Civitates – The European Democracy Fund; hosted
the PILnet Global Forum 2025 in Rome; and continued to promote pro bono in
Italy through events, collaborations and other opportunities for discussion.
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We have further improved our digital platform, which facilitates the matching of legal
professionals with non-profit organisations or people in vulnerable conditions, and
strengthened the management of our clearinghouse.

All this has been possible thanks to the trust of our members, the daily contribution
of our collaborators, consultants and volunteers, and the support of those who
believe in the power of pro bono to improve the legal system and pursue the public
good.

We have not remained indifferent to the growing need for skills-based volunteering
among organisations pursuing purposes of social utility and individuals in need. With
a pioneering spirit, and without being discouraged by daily challenges, we have
worked to respond to those needs and to put into practice the social responsibility of
the legal profession.

To all those who make this possible, today more than ever, we say thank you!

🎁  Would you like to give Pro Bono Italia a birthday gift that truly matters?

In your next tax return, allocate your 5x1000 to our association: simply enter the tax
code 97783370154 in the box “Support for Third Sector Entities registered with the
RUNTS”.

With a simple gesture and at no additional cost to you, you will help support our work
and broaden the impact of our network in favour of those who need it most.
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There is exactly one month to go until the 9th Italy Pro Bono Day.
Wednesday, 10 June 2026, from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., at Hogan Lovells, Via
Marche 1-3, Rome.

The Italian event of the 2026 European Pro Bono Week will, as always, take place
both in person and via streaming, and will also include the 57th Italian Pro Bono
Roundtable.

📌  What to expect:

• a networking light lunch to meet and reconnect with professionals like you
• the Seminar «Il ruolo del pro bono nella formazione e crescita di avvocati e
giuristi d'impresa» (“The role of pro bono in the training and professional growth of
lawyers and in-house counsel”)
• the presentation of the non-profit organisations that have recently joined our network
• the annual reports of the Italian Clearinghouses
• an in-depth discussion of our position paper “Entry and mobility of foreign
workers in Europe”
• an update on our CSOs’ Legal Health Check project

👥  Among the speakers you will hear from:

• Avv. Giovanni Carotenuto, President of Pro Bono Italia ETS
• Avv. Carlo Massini, Senior Counsel at Hogan Lovells
• Avv. Alessandro Graziani, President of the Council of the Rome Bar Association
• Avv. Giorgio Martellino, President of AIGI
• Avv. Claudio Visco, President of the International Bar Association and keynote
speaker of the event
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• Avv. Elena Esposito, Secretary General of Pro Bono Italia ETS
• Dr Laura Esposito, Communications Manager at CSVNet
• Avv. Mariateresa Veltri and Avv. Giuseppe Izzo, members of the Board of Directors
of Pro Bono Italia ETS

In a country where legal pro bono still lacks a specific legal framework, a day like this
is more than a moment of encounter: it is the way in which a community of
professionals builds, from the ground up, the cultural and organisational
infrastructure that can support non-profits and individuals in difficulty.

Register to participate free of chargee

With Accenture joining our association, we welcome an in-house legal department
among our members for the first time. This is a step with both symbolic and practical
value: with this membership, all the categories of entities that may join Pro Bono Italia
ETS under its Statute are now represented — lawyers, law firms, bar associations
and in-house legal departments.

For us, this means that legal pro bono in Italy is no longer a practice belonging to
only one part of the profession: it is a shared commitment that spans private
practice and the in-house legal community, and that continues to grow and
become more structured.
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Thank you to Accenture for choosing to be part of this journey and for bringing to the
association the expertise, infrastructure and vision of a major in-house legal
department, at the service of those who need qualified legal assistance every day and
cannot otherwise access it.

Would you like to make a concrete impact through your pro bono work?
Visit our website and apply: https://probonoitalia.org/en/contact/

36 requests for pro bono legal assistance are waiting for a professional like you
to take them on!

They come from non-profit organisations and people in economic need who cannot
access legal aid.
Requests are screened by the Clearinghouses of Pro Bono Italia and CSVnet,
assigned through the platform, and then supported by the professionalism of those
who do this work.

But first of all, thank you to all those who, over the years, have said yes, taken on a
request and followed it through. In 2025 alone, 682 requests were submitted
through our platform.
Behind every number there is a person, an organisation, a story that found someone
willing to listen, thanks to those who made their expertise available.

More and more, we need new people who care about legal pro bono.
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💡  You do not need to be a member of Pro Bono Italia ETS to do pro bono work
through our platform.
The platform is open to all women lawyers, men lawyers, law firms and in-house
counsel who wish to make their expertise available. No membership requirements!

Embrace our mission: register today.

Go to the digital platform

Webinar of the Milan Bar Association

📌  SAVE THE DATE
«Avvocati e attività Pro Bono» (“Lawyers and Pro Bono Activities”) — Webinar
promoted by the Human Rights Commission of the Milan Bar Association
🗓️  Monday, 15 June 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

We are pleased to take part, at the invitation of the Milan Bar Association, in a two-
hour discussion among lawyers, in-house counsel and Clearinghouses on the scope
of legal pro bono in Italy: what it is, how it relates to legal aid, and how it is practised.

Following the institutional greetings by Avv. Antonino La Lumia, President of the Milan
Bar Association, and Avv. Massimo Audisio, Council Member of the Milan Bar
Association, the following presentations will take place:

• The scope of the concept of pro bono and the role of the lawyer — Avv. Massimo
Audisio
• The relationship between pro bono and legal aid — Avv. Fabio Pellicani
• Skills-based volunteering in the legal field and the experience of Pro Bono Italia ETS
— Avv. Giovanni Carotenuto, President, Pro Bono Italia ETS
• Pro bono from the perspective of in-house counsel — Avv. Chiara Spagnuolo, Legal
Counsel/In-House Counsel and member of AIGI – Italian Association of In-House
Counsel
• The Clearinghouses: what role do they play? — Avv. Chiara Capalti, member of the
Board of Directors of Pro Bono Italia ETS, and Avv. Elena Esposito, Secretary
General, Pro Bono Italia ETS

✍️  Save the date: we will share further details on how to participate on our social
media channels.

Women, Business and the Law 2027:
contribute to The World Bank report
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The World Bank invites legal experts to express their interest in contributing to the
Women, Business and the Law 2027 report, an initiative that analyses the legal
barriers limiting women’s economic opportunities worldwide.

Through a dedicated Interest Form, you can apply to support the research by
completing the questionnaires. The analysis will focus on three areas: family law and
access to credit, labour law and childcare services, and violence against
women, across 190 economies.

Once the form has been completed, potential contributors will receive, within a few
days, a personalised link to access the questionnaire platform. It is also possible to
contribute as a group: in that case, only one person needs to complete the Interest
Form.

This initiative represents a concrete opportunity to place legal expertise at the service
of an international project aimed at promoting reforms and removing legal obstacles
to women’s economic equality.

Express your interest

Thank you for the attention you give to our communications, and I wish you a
pleasant weekend,

Giovanni Carotenuto
Chair of the Board, Pro Bono Italia ETS
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Associazione Pro Bono Italia ETS
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