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What is “pro bono”

There is no universal definition of pro bono.

At its core, pro bono means legal services provided voluntarily and free of 
charge by a lawyer in favour of non-profit organisations, or disadvantaged 
individuals. Thus, the exercise of pro bono activities can be considered a direct 
expression of the social function of the legal profession, codified in Article 8 of 
the Forensic Professional Law (Legge Professionale Forense).

Pro bono should not therefore be confused with generic, albeit commendable, 
charitable activities.

To date, in the Italian legal system, there are no laws or regulations governing 
pro bono. Accordingly, the latter must be distinguished from State legal aid 
(patrocinio a spese dello Stato), which is not carried out free of charge, and is 
subject to a specific regulatory framework.
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Etymology

The term “pro bono” originates from 
the Latin expression pro bono 
publico, designating an activity 
carried out for the public good. 
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WHO WE ARE



The association

Pro Bono Italia is the first association of lawyers, law firms and forensic 
associations with the goal of promoting and spreading a culture of pro bono 
throughout Italy.

It is a non-profit, independent, non-partisan association devoted to fostering a 
cultural and juridical environment for the development of pro bono services 
within the Italian legal system. 

To meet such goals, Pro Bono Italia constantly dialogues and interacts with 
the international public interest law community. 
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The origins

Established in May 2017 by 13 founding 
partners, Pro Bono Italia now has 50 members.

Its journey began in April 2014, with the first 
Italian Pro Bono Roundtable, an informal 
get-together of different actors within the 
organised civil society, and aimed at fostering 
the debate on pro bono. To date, 40 Roundtables 
have already taken place, each with a presence 
of about 50 people (lawyers, in-house counsels, 
as well as non-profit organisations’ and legal 
clinics’ representatives).



Values and mission
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We believe that pro bono is a direct expression of the social function of the 
legal profession, instrumental to the upholding of human rights and the 
improvement of the legal system.

We are convinced that lawyers have a professional, social and ethical 
responsibility to volunteer part of their time and legal skills for the public 
good, while helping to  ensure equal access to justice. 

In our opinion, doing pro bono makes for better lawyers, increasing their 
motivation, standards of conduct and cross-disciplinary skills.

Briefly, Pro Bono Italia pursues three main goals: 

Establishing a virtuous 
circle for the approval 
of laws, regulations 

and ethical standards 
related to pro bono

Being pioneers 
in developing 
pro bono in the 
Italian legal 
environment

Fostering an open dialogue 
between lawyers, non-profit 

organisations, clearing houses, 
legal clinics and institutions,  for 
the advancement of the common 

good, the protection of             
human rights and the 

improvement of the  legal system



Governing Bodies
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Board of Directors

Advisory Board



A network of over 800 people
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● Law firms
● Solo practitioners
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Our members



Our members
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Our members
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Italian clearing houses

Pro Bono Italia has established effective from January 2022 its own filtering entity 
Pro Bono Italia Clearinghouse ("PBICH") which will work alongside with CSVnet 
Clearinghouse.
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PBICH - Pro Bono Italia Clearinghouse

Pro Bono Italia Clearinghouse (“PBICH”) aims to 
promote and facilitate the matching of pro bono 
requests to legal assistance by sorting, assessing 
and verifying pro bono requests and forwarding 
them to to Pro Bono Italia’s network of lawyers.

CSVnet - Coordinamento Nazionale dei Centri 
di Servizio per il Volontariato

The Italian national association of service centres 
for volunteering (CSV, “Centri di Servizio per il 
Volontariato”), whose  purpose is increasing the 
collaboration and exchange of experiences and 
expertise between them.

Pro Bono Italia attentively follows the activities of the legal clinics established 
within several Italian universities, and has entered into a memorandum of 
understanding with the Universities of Perugia and Roma Tre, to support them in 
their pro bono work. 

Legal clinics

https://probonoitalia.org
https://www.csvnet.it/english-version
https://www.csvnet.it/english-version


Over 100 non-profit organisations
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Our main main international partners
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APBCo - The Association of Pro Bono Counsel
A mission-driven membership organisation of attorneys and practice group managers who run 
pro bono practices in the 100 largest law firms, working to maximise access to justice.

European Pro Bono Alliance
The voice of the pro bono movement in Europe, a collaborative network with the goal of 
supporting the work of its members, and strengthening and inspiring the  movement.

European Pro Bono Initiative
A pan-European network of global and independent international law firms, recently set up to 
coordinate pro bono initiatives and transnational projects.

Fundación Fernando Pombo
A Madrid-based legal foundation working locally and globally towards legal excellence and 
social impact.

Fundación Pro Bono España
A Spanish non-profit organisation that coordinates, promotes and disseminates pro bono work 
and culture,  with the aim of facilitating access to justice for non-profit organisations. 

The Good Lobby
A non-profit civic start-up committed to equalising access to power for a more plural, inclusive 
and democratic society. 

https://apbco.org
https://www.europeanprobonoalliance.org
https://www.fundacionpombo.org
https://www.probonoespana.org
https://www.thegoodlobby.it
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Open Society Foundation
The Open Society Foundations are the world’s largest private funder of independent groups 
working for justice, democratic governance, and human rights. They provide thousands of grants 
every year through a network of national and regional foundations and offices, funding a vast 
array of projects.

PILnet - The Global Network for Public Interest Law
A global non-governmental organisation that creates opportunities for social change by 
unlocking law’s full potential. 

Pro Bono Deutschland e.V.
An organisation of law firms and lawyers practicing in Germany, whose statutory objective is 
supporting citizenship in the area of pro bono legal advice. 

Pro Bono Portugal
A Lisbon-based association whose objective is contributing to solve legal problems of 
underprivileged people  and the institutions of social solidarity supporting them.

TrustLaw - Thomson Reuters Foundation
The Thomson Reuters Foundation’s global pro bono legal programme, connecting high-impact 
social enterprises with the best professionals, and engaging in research and training.

 
The Cyrus R. Vance Center for International Justice
It provides pro bono legal representation to dozens of social justice organisations and engages 
hundreds of law firms in this work, while promoting diversity in the legal profession.

https://www.pilnet.org
https://www.pro-bono-deutschland.org/en/home/
https://www.probonoportugal.com
http://www.trust.org/trustlaw/
https://www.vancecenter.org
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WHAT WE DO



Pro bono assistance

Pro Bono Italia provides for pro bono legal services exclusively through its 
associates and network’s members, who take on the case (following a request 
from a non-profit organisation or a disadvantaged individual) on a voluntary 
basis, and according to their inclinations and specialisations.
     
           
            How it works: 
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assesses the request, asks for further 
information (if necessary), and forwards 
it to our network of pro bono lawyers 

The clearing house

needs legal assistance and submits a request 
to either clearing house 
 
*(Only PBICH deals with individual requests) 

The non-profit organisation or the individual* 

selected on a first come first served basis, 
takes on the case, and, from that moment, 
engages directly with the applicant / client

The pro bono lawyer,



Beneficiaries

Lawyers of Pro Bono Italia’s network provide for legal assistance and/or 
representation in court, free of charge and on a voluntary basis, in favour of:
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NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS 
pursuing objectives of public interest 
(charities, foundations, social 
enterprises, Third Sector entities,  
NGOs, etc.)

DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS, 
including those unable to benefit from 
State legal aid, who have difficulty 
accessing justice 



Requests met to date
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To date, our network has met over 268  pro bono support requests:
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Since June 2021, coinciding with the launch of the Pro Bono Italia Platform, 
more than 170 requests for assistance have been received, analysed and 
filtered by the clearinghouses and forwarded to the network of pro bono 
lawyers to be taken care of. In particular, 44 of the 170 requests were assigned, 
resulting in a "matching rate" of approximately 80%.

*

* data as at 28 February 2022



Requests met to date
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LABOUR LAW
(Human smuggling and 

trafficking)

DATA PROTECTION  
(Compliance with 

GDPR)

CORPORATE LAW
(By-laws, and contracts 

revision and negotiation)

FAMILY LAW
(Family reunification, 
succession issues)

THIRD SECTOR 
REFORM

(Articles of 
association 
compliance)

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
(Foster care, 
subsidiary 
protection)

Main areas of law concerned: 



Examples of representative cases

Research on ECtHR 
jurisprudence on prison 

overcrowding

Individual 
cases (right of 

housing)

Civil law opinions (suitability 
of articles of association, 

proxy voting, review of lease 
contracts)

Legal opinion for 
company 

configuration in 
Senegal

Comparative 
research on 
long-term 

residence permit 
regulations in EU 

states

Questions about the 
exemption from the cost of 

medicines prescribed for 
people with attention deficit  

disorder

Opinion on appeal 
to the Regional 
Administrative 

Court for breach 
of the right of 

access

Comparative 
research on 
self-defence 
legislation

Opinion on the  possibility 
of appealing against 
detention in Russia

Questions on 
the Italian 

Third Sector 
Reform

23
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PRO BONO ITALIA
PLATFORM
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Pro Bono Italia Platform

"Piattaforma Pro Bono Italia" , launched in June 2021, is an online tool for the 

reception and management of requests for pro bono legal assistance.

The Piattaforma facilitates the circulation of pro bono requests received by   Pro 

Bono Italia and CSVnet clearinghouses and other international partners, to all 

lawyers registered to the Piattaforma, so as to unify our system in the entire 

Italian territory.

The Piattaforma also allows data collection and analysis for a better 

understanding of the trends, the needs and the interests in the pro bono 

environment and better tailoring of the service.

The Piattaforma is always active and open for registration by lawyers and 
law firms at this link.

https://piattaforma.probonoitalia.org
https://piattaforma.probonoitalia.org
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Benefits
Why a Platform?

● To manage and monitor the entire process with a single tool
● To simplify the various steps, avoiding multiple manual operations
● To prevent dispersion of information
● To facilitate data collection and analysis
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Platform Users

USERS
Users submit their requests on the Platform by filling a form 
without having to register.
 
PRO BONO ITALIA
Pro Bono Italia manages registered lawyers and analyses 
data and performances
 
CLEARINGHOUSES
Manage requests
Match requests to lawyers
Analyse data and performances
 
LAWYERS
Apply to support requests for legal assistance
Provide pro bono legal support for NGOs/individuals matched to them
Report the conclusion of the request to the clearinghouse
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OUR ACTIVITIES



Events and initiatives

Pro Bono Italia fosters an open dialogue and cooperation between lawyers, 
non-profit organisations, clearing houses and legal clinics operating nationally 
and abroad.

Representatives of these diverse subjects meet periodically during the Italian 
Pro Bono Roundtables, as well as during workshops and training events 
organised by Pro Bono Italia on relevant legal, social and cultural matters.

The association also intends to cooperate with local, national and 
International Bar associations and governmental institutions to promote the 
approval of laws, regulations, codes and ethical standards instrumental to the 
development of pro bono. 
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Italian Pro Bono Roundtables
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From April 2014, 38 Roundtables have already taken place, with the participation of 
lawyers, in house-councils, as well as representatives of non-profit organisations and legal 
clinics. 
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36^ ➜ 33^ Roundtable
• Hogan Lovells, Legance - Avvocati Associati (Roma);
• Herbert Smith Freehills (Milano); 
• Gianni, Origoni, Grippo, Cappelli & Partners (Roma); 
• De Berti, Jacchia, Franchini, Forlani (Milano).

2020

32^ ➜ 28^ Roundtable
• Ashurst (Milano); 
• Jacobacci-Dike (Roma); 
• Jones Day (Milano); 
• DLA Piper (Roma); 
• Ashurst (Milano).

2019

27^ ➜ 23^ Roundtable
• Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe (Roma);
• Linklaters LLP (Milano); 
• Dentons (Milano); 
• White & Case (Milano); 
• Gianni, Origoni, Grippo, Cappelli & Partners (Roma).

2018

22^ ➜ 18^ Roundtable
• Hogan Lovells (Milano);
• Macchi di Cellere Gangemi (Milano);
• Linklaters LLP (Milano);
• Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe (Roma);
• DLA Piper (Milano).

2017

37^ ➜ 38^ Roundtable
• White & Case (Milano);
• Jones Day (Milano). 
 

2021
• Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer (Roma);
• Latham & Watkins (Milano). 
 

39^ ➜ 40^ Roundtable



Italian Pro Bono Roundtables
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17^ ➜ 12^ Roundtable
• Linklaters LLP (Milan); 
• CSVnet (Rome); 
• Jones Day (Milan); 
• De Berti, Jacchia, Franchini, Forlani (Milan); 
• Associazione Donna Madre Onlus (Milan); 
• Macchi di Cellere Gangemi (Rome).

2016

11^ ➜ 5^ Roundtable
• Macchi di Cellere Gangemi (Rome); 
• Legance - Avvocati Associati (Rome); 
• Jones Day (Milan); 
• DLA Piper (Rome); 
• White & Case (Milan); 
• Freshfield Bruckhaus Derringer LLP (Rome); 
• DLA Piper (Rome).

2015

4^ ➜ 1^ Roundtable
• DLA Piper (Milan); 
• Ashurst (Milan); 
• Clifford Chance (Milan); 
• McDermott Will & Emery (Milan).

2014



32

Italy Pro Bono Day
24 November 2021: 4° edition of the Italy Pro Bono Day
CILD, CSVnet, European Pro Bono Alliance, European Pro Bono Initiative, Latham & 
Watkins, Orrick, PILnet, Pro Bono Italia and TrustLaw organised the fourth edition of 
the Italy Pro Bono Day, which took place on Wednesday 24 November 2021, from 
10am to 5pm, virtually hosted by Latham & Watkins (Milan office).
Italy Pro Bono Day celebrates the role played by pro bono lawyers in supporting 
organised civil society and promoting access to justice and is part of the third edition 
of European Pro Bono Week (22-26 November 2021), with events in over 17 European 
capitals. 

25th November 2020, Rome: 3° Italy Pro Bono Day 
Organised by Pro Bono Italia, Hogan Lovells, Legance - Avvocati Associati, Orrick, 
CILD, CSVnet, PILnet, European Pro Bono Alliance, European Pro Bono Initiative and 
TrustLaw, the third edition of the Italy Pro Bono Day was part of the second edition of 
the European Pro Bono Week, running from 23 November 2020 and involving over 15 
cities across the continent. The agenda included free legal training sessions for NGOs 
and Third Sector Entities, the 36th Italian Pro Bono Roundtable, and the seminar 
“Post fata resurgo: “lesson learned (or still to be learned?) from the health 
emergency”, with leading academics and professionals in the field of labor sociology, 
economy, finance, technology, no-profit, legal profession.

6th November 2019, Milan: 2° Italy Pro Bono Day
Part of the inaugural European Pro Bono Week, organised with Ashurst, CILD, CSVnet, 
PilNet, Orrick, TrustLaw and White & Case at Ashurst LLP’s Milan office, the event 
followed the same structure as the previous year. In the afternoon, the presentation of 
the guidelines for managing individual pro bono requests took place, in the presence 
of the President of the Milan Bar Association.

28th November 2018, Rome: 1° Italy Pro Bono Day
For the first time in Italy, a whole day dedicated to pro bono. Organised in 
collaboration with CILD, CSVnet, Orrick, Pilnet and TrustLaw at Orrick’s Rome office, 
the event included free legal training sessions for non-profit organisations, the 27th 
Roundtable and a Celebration Event with a Member of  the Rome Bar Association’s 
Board.



Training activities

33



34

Webinar: "The legal pro 
bono in Italy. Nature, 
framework, concrete 
benefits and future 

developments", 
co-sponsored by the 

Councils of the Bar of Milan 
and Rome.

2021

Pro Bono platform of Pro 
Bono Italia: a platform for 

the submission of 
requests for free legal 

assistance by non-profits 
or individuals in economic 

need.

Placeholder screen webinar 
giugno

Webinar: Webinar: "The 
present and future of pro 

bono in Italy", moderated by: 
Valentina Maglione, Media 

Partner, Il Sole 24 Ore. 
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41st Italian Pro Bono 
Roundtable followed by the 
seminar: Together towards 

the Italy of tomorrow, 
recovery and resilience 
facility and Third Sector. 
Organised in collaboration 
with I-Com and The Good 

Lobby Italia hosted by 
Gianni&Origoni law firm. 

2022



Recent projects

Know Your Rights
A pan-European legal education program targeted at refugees and asylum 
seekers, whose purpose is  increasing their legal knowledge and soft skills, to 
help them integrate better in our country, defend their own interests and 
pursue their own goals. Launched by DLA Piper, it has been implemented in 
Italy in partnership with our Pro Bono Italia Clearinghouse, and is already at its 
fourth edition (three in presence, in Rome and Milan, and a virtual one). Pro 
Bono Italia’s lawyers have  acted  as mentors vis-à-vis the participants.

Pro bono assistance to disadvantaged individuals 
In Italy, there is a wide spectrum of individuals, excluded from State legal aid, 
who still have difficulties accessing justice. Since February 2020, their pro bono 
requests for legal assistance can also be submitted to Pro Bono Italia’s  network 
of lawyers, thanks to the joined effort of Pro Bono Italia Clearinghouse in the 
drafting of the related guidelines, which define and regulate the process and 
management thereof. 
 
Legal Pro Bono Solidarity Resource Center
In response to the health emergency from Covid-19, Pro Bono Italia has 
launched an online platform, free and regularly updated, of memoranda and 
other legal tools, to offer non-profit organisations and private citizens a first 
support in identifying and sorting out legal issues arising from the crisis. 
Designed and coordinated by Pro Bono Italia, the initiative is the result of the 
joint commitment of the two clearing houses Pro Bono Italia Clearinghouse 
and CSVnet, of the Milan office of Herbert Smith Freehills LLP (which has also 
promoted it), and several other law firms or solo practitioners from all over Italy.
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http://probonoitalia.org/en/partners/event/234-know-your-rights
https://probonoitalia.org/en/contact
https://probonoitalia.org/en/coronavirus-solidarity-legal-resource-center
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Contact us
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probonoitalia.org

@Pro Bono Italia @ProBonoItalia @ProBonoITA

info@probonoitalia.org
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From 2014 we work

to make pro bono a reality, in Italy too.

Help us 

to tackle this cultural challenge!

Follow us

https://www.facebook.com/ProBonoITA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/probonoitalia
https://twitter.com/ProBonoItalia
http://probonoitalia.org/
https://probonoitalia.org/en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/probonoitalia
https://twitter.com/ProBonoItalia
https://www.facebook.com/ProBonoITA/
mailto:info@probonoitalia.org
mailto:info@probonoitalia.org

